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 A community informational meeting on the status of the Wanakena Footbridge project 
was held on Monday, July 27, 2015 at the Ranger School in Wanakena.  The meeting began at 
6:30 PM. 
 Sue gave a brief overview of the committee chair people and thanked everyone for their 
hard work on this project.  It is going to be a long process, but she showed off the new sign for 
the footbridge stating that it is being partially funded by a grant from the NYS Parks Dept. 
 Sue went over what has happened so far with the project and gave a list of the grants and 
funds that have been collected.  They are as follows: 
 $125,000 from NYS Parks Grant 
 $  10,000 from a CFA Grant 
 $  50,000 from a DASNY Grant 
 $  95,600 from private donations 
 $280,600 Total 
 A bridge design was presented to the public.  This design will be higher than the previous 
bridge, but the design still needs to be approved by the NYS Parks Department.  There are still 
many questions that need to be answered before Crawford and Sterns can come forward with a 
final design.  Parks will need to approve the design and building materials.  The “Deadmen” 
anchors still need to be tested (which could cost +$20,000).  The integrity of the abutments needs 
to be tested, and easements need to be worked out with the adjacent property owners.  An 
archeological dig study may need to be done if we cannot use the one that was done for the 
Wanakena Sewer District project. 
 Renee Reed asked if other options have been explored.  She is concerned about how 
much the ramp will hinder the use of the properties adjacent to the bridge.  She also expressed 
concerns of the bridge being higher and people being able to look into the homes beside the 
bridge.  She asked about how wide the bridge will be.  It is planned to be 48” wide with a turn 
area for a wheelchair.  The town is trying hard to be aware of ADA requirements, but it will not 
be fully ADA compliant.  It will also not have any benches or seating areas on the bridge. 
 There was talk of working with the Dam Commission to lower the water levels before 
winter to help with water levels and ice buildup.  This has been a controversial subject with some 
believing the water level is what caused the ice jam; others saying that it did not.  Sue explained 
that while the town can enter into discussions with the Dam Commission, the town has no 
authority over them. 
 We are still looking at several weeks before anything can happen that people will see.  
Sue wanted people to know that the town and committees are working hard on the project, even 
if no one sees any progress.  She also wanted people to know that the Town Board has been very 
favorable to the project. 
 Bridge Day will be held in Wanakena on August 15th.  Activities are planned for the 
whole day and is a great fundraiser for the bridge.  People are encouraged to come out and show 
their support. 
 The meeting ended at 7:30 PM. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Hope M. Dolan, Town Clerk    


