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January 20, 2014 

6:00 PM Ranger School, Wanakena 

 

 Supervisor Mark Hall gave everyone in attendance a brief background of what is going 

on.  All intentions are to rebuild the bridge.  The town will move forward with that intention, but 

it was not insured and the Town of Fine General Fund cannot pay to replace the bridge.  It is 

going to take donations from the community, fundraising and grants to move this project 

forward. 

 Supervisor Hall asked that people not feed into rumors that they hear; it wastes energy 

that will be needed.  The town will keep people up to date with any news on the Town of Fine 

website, Town of Fine Facebook page, the Clifton-Fine Community Development Facebook 

page and through notices posted on the Wanakena bulletin board. 

 Supervisor Hall has come up with various people to serve as heads of various committees 

to move the project forward.  He informed everyone present that committees can meet and 

discuss things, but they cannot act on behalf of the town board.  Only the town board can enter 

into contracts, sign grant applications, etc.  The committees will be a valuable tool to help the 

town board, but will not act as the town board. 

 The heads of the various committees will be as follows: 

• Chairman of overall committee and media relations: Mark Hall 

• Minutes/Notes from committee meetings: Hope Dolan 

• Community Liaison: Kathy Nevil 

• Donations & Fundraising: Allen Ditch & Marsha Smith (Wanakena Historical 

Association) 

• Grant Identification & Writing: Susan Westbrook & Heidi Ames (SLC Planning Office) 

• Regulatory Affairs: Sherman Craig 

• Salvage Design & Construction: Thomas Sauter 

Anyone wanting to help out in any of the above mentioned areas can sign up tonight, 

send an email to Mark Hall, or talk to Kathy Nevil. 

Mark explained what needs to happen next: 

• Safety is the first priority, need to either brace the bridge or remove it.  This is going to take 

advice from an engineer so that things are done in the safest manner possible. 

• Identify anything that is salvageable. 

• Pay attention to the historical value and try to keep as much of the bridge as possible. 

• Look at the architectural design and plan for future ice jams.  This will involve looking at 

historical data on the water levels set by the dam commission. 

• Look at cost and how long it will take to rebuild. 

The town board has agreed to work with Crawford and Sterns on the bridge project.  They 

have worked on historical projects and have worked with the town on the Town Hall in Fine. 

An engineer may be out to look at the bridge as early as this Friday. 

Donations are starting to come in to the Historical Association.  They are working on setting 

up a PayPal account so that people can donate online. 

Community members had concerns of the cables snapping because they are under so much 

pressure, and there were people out walking on the bridge this weekend.  Mark will try put up 

some kind of snow fence to keep people off of the bridge. 
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There was a suggestion that after the plowing is done for the winter to put something on the 

car bridge that will allow dogs or people with canes to walk across it.  That is a county bridge, so 

we need to check with them. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 PM. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Hope M. Dolan, Town Clerk 


