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 There was an informational meeting for the Wanakena Footbridge held at the Ranger School in 

Wanakena on Thursday, May 15, 2014 at 6:30 PM.  There were over 35 people in attendance. 

 Susan Westbrook started the meeting with an update on what is happening so far.  She asked all 

of the Committee Chairs to give an update on what they have been doing and then explained that we 

would be brainstorming ideas to see what kind of bridge would take the place of the one that was 

damaged in January. 

 Sherm Craig is in charge of Regulatory Affairs.  He explained that there is a joint application that 

will need to be filled out that will take care of many of the regulatory agencies, like DEC, US Corp. of 

Engineers, APA, etc. 

 The bridge actually spans a narrow part of the Cranberry Lake, which is a good thing; there are 

fewer regulations for a lake then a river. 

 Ronald Capone gave an update on The Wanakena Historical Association’s fundraising efforts.  

They have been able to raise $15,798. so far. 

 Susan Westbrook is in charge of the grant writing committee.  The RVRDA grant has been 

submitted, we are just waiting for word on if we were successful or not. 

 They are working on two grants right now, the DOT TAP grant and the Consolidated Funding 

Application.  Both are due in June.  There are many requirements for these grants, so even if we are 

successful in getting them, it will take time. 

 Susan is also hoping to get an invitation to go talk to the Brotherton Foundation about their 

possibly giving money to the bridge reconstruction. 

 Tom Sauter is in charge of Salvage & Reconstruction.  He explained about the on-site visits that 

have taken place so far.  The town has agreed to a contract with Continental Construction for removing 

the bridge from the water for +$32,000.  The town attorney is working on getting easements from the 

adjoining landowners, then the work can begin.  Anything that can be salvaged for fundraising will be 

taken away be the highway crew for later fundraising projects. 

 Tom explained how the brainstorming session would take place:  He wanted to hear ideas from 

the crowd on what they would like to see back there; would they like it to be exactly the same, look the 

same, but slightly different, or something completely different.  Tom also explained that these would 

just be ideas.  The final decisions on the bridge would be up to the Town Board and the amount of 

money raised.  The insurance company informed the town that they would not insure the bridge. 

 There were many questions; What are the code requirements? Should the entire bridge be ADA 

compliant? Should the bridge be raised? Would it remain on the Historic Register? 
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 Popular suggestions were to make the bridge as close to the same as possible, but better built.  

There was talk of making it wheelchair accessible, but not necessarily ADA compliant.  The town needs 

to be aware of the close neighbors to the bridge and if it was made too wide it could attract 

snowmobilers. 

 Dave Ziemba explained that the original bridge had an upward arch in the middle that was 

missing in the last few years.  This could happen by tightening the cables and should be done every year. 

 There was a question about the possibility of putting some kind of a “stop” up river in the winter 

time to slow the ice down, this is something that could be looked into, but the initial answer is, “No.” 

 All of the ideas were written down on poster board.  They will be reviewed by the town board 

for future discussions with the designers. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        Hope M. Dolan, Town Clerk 


