
 

      
 

EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF CELL 911 SURCHARGE MONIES  
 

 

RESOLUTION 2/2013- 
 
 
 

WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS, New York State imposes a $ 1.20 per month surcharge on all cell phone 
bills. This surcharge was initiated following the attacks of 9/11 and was aimed at 
addressing the serious communication failures and shortcomings that horrific event 
exposed in the communications systems used by first responders; and 
 
WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS, the people of New York State were told that this surcharge would be 
dedicated to rebuilding emergency communications systems throughout the state; 
and 
 
WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS, New York State has not distributed these funds in an equitable and 
appropriate manner.  Last year over $192 million was collected statewide from this 
surcharge, of which only $9.3 million was shared with local governments.  This year 
it is expected that the surcharge will generate over $210 million; and 
 
WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS, the New York State Senate has introduced bill S.1720A (Grisanti), that 
would dramatically increase the sharing from this fund to first responder and 
emergency services to an annual amount of 58.3%.  If this bill were to become law, 
it would represent a significant source of funds for local agencies to begin rebuilding 
and upgrading communications systems; and 
 
WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS, distribution of these funds should be significantly increased and used to 
fully upgrade the infrastructure for the emergency interoperable communications 
network, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITNOW, THEREFORE, BE ITNOW, THEREFORE, BE ITNOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVEDRESOLVEDRESOLVEDRESOLVED, that the Town of Fine Board supports the 
distribution of 58.3% of 911 surcharge monies to first responders and emergency 
services for the intended use of rebuilding and upgrading local emergency 
communication systems; and   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDBE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the St. 
Lawrence County Department of Emergency Services to be compiled for distribution 
to the Governor’s Office, the New York State Senate and the New York State 
Assembly.   


