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July 17,2014
Rebecca Storrings, E.I.T.
NYSDEC Region 6
317 Washington Street
Watertown, NY13601

RE: Wanakena Sewer District
SPEDES #NY0034533; Auth #6-40-36-00002
Town of Fine, St Lawrence County

I am responding to your June 5, 2014 letter about the comprehensive inspection conducted
at the Wanakena Wastewater Treatment Plant. Please see responses to your comments and
concerns.

1. PHOSPHORUSSPDES LIMIT
It is my understanding that the issues with the Phosphorus levels exceeding the

SPDES permit limits began after storm water discharge was diverted from the wastewater
treatment facility. With approximately 75% of the volume of water diverted daily from the
WWTP,the percentage of phosphorus now appears much higher than before, but when
in reality, the actual amount of phosphorus is lower. It is our opinion that the
mathematical calculation, which includes water volume, causes the percentage to
increase when the water volume decreases. We are asking that the impractical limit
required by the SPDES permit be revised to address the decrease in volumetric flow and
how that has impacted the phosphorus discharge percentage.

2. FLOODINGOVERFLOWRESTRICTION
Chief Operator Dave Ziemba understands that reverse flow through the overflow pipe

should be restricted during flooding events.

3. INCIDENTREPORTS:
Chief Operator Dave Ziemba understands that a written Incident Report must be

submitted with the daily monitoring reports whenever a diversion of any wastewater
around any portion of the treatment plant occurs.

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you.

Sincerely,

)/avL/Ja:V
Mark Hall
Town Supervisor

Cc: Chief Operator Dave Ziemba
DEC - Bill Jesmore
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