
St. Lawrence County Treasurer's Department
48 Court Street Canton, NY 13617-1194

Telephone (315) 379-2234
Fax (315) 386-5274

To: Town Supervisors and Town Clerks

Re: Demolition Costs and Code Enforcement Charges

October 1, 2014

It has come to the attention of St. Lawrence County that towns are levying charges for demolition,
cleanup and code enforcement onto the taxes of the affected taxpayers. When they go unpaid by the
taxpayer, they are ultimately paid for by St. Lawrence County as an unpaid delinquent tax.

Section 936 of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York, provides for the towns to be made
whole on delinquent taxes. The only items that may appear as a re-levy are delinquent taxes, water,
sewer and solid waste charges. There is no provision for the County to reimburse towns for any other
item other than those mentioned above.

Please be advised that St. Lawrence County will begin removing and charging back these local charges
to the towns as to keep the County from being ultimately responsible. For instance, charges that may
include demolition costs, lawn care, snow removal or other code enforcement violations will be
reviewed and, if the taxpayer has not paid the charges, charged back to the respective town through the
chargeback process in the following year.

As an example, if a town levies a demolition charge onto a taxpayer's 2015 tax bill, the County will
review these charges at the end of 20 15 to determine if they paid. If they have not, that amount will be
charged back to the town in the 2016 chargebacks. My office will keep track of what has been charged
back, in the event that the taxpayer eventually does pay the outstanding amount due to the Treasurer's
Office. If they do pay, the County will credit back the town in the following year's chargeback process.

If you have any questions, please give me a call.

Thank you,
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St. Lawrence County Treasurer

Kevin M. Felt, County Treasurer
Robert T. Santa moor, Deputy County Treasurer

Vicki Stiles, Deputy County Treasurer


