
I am a native of Watertown, New York and spent 39 years in St. Lawrence County where 

I had a 33 year career in education.  Since retiring, I have moved back to Jefferson 

County.  I have also become quite active researching and hiking into waterfalls 

throughout the north country.  What started as a local effort to promote waterfalls near 

my home has grown into a website that covers all or part of sixteen counties in Northern 

New York., I am quite active researching and hiking into waterfalls throughout the north 

country.  What started as a local effort to promote waterfalls near my home has grown 

into the website www.nnywaterfalls.com that covers all or part of sixteen counties in 

Northern New York. 

  

Part of the United States Geological Survey (USGS), the US Board of Geographic Names 

(BGN) has the task of maintaining a data base of the official names of geographic 

features within the US, including waterfalls.  These agencies operate within the US 

Department of the Interior. 

  

Only a portion of the waterfalls in Northern New York are listed in this data base, and 

therefore are officially named.  Many other falls carry a common name and some are not 

named at all.  I am currently involved in a project to get certain commonly named 

waterfalls added to the data base.  The application process is enhanced by letters of 

support from municipalities and officials where these falls are located. 

  

I am reaching out to you because I am preparing the application to garner official status 

for Cascade Falls in the village of Canton.  This waterfall is owned by Grasse River 

Heritage.  I have attached the letter of support they have provided to verify that they are 

on board with this project. 

  

The support of the village of Canton would be greatly appreciated.  There is no cost 

involved.  I am simply asking for a letter on official letterhead  indicating that the 

village supports the application to have Cascade Falls recognized as the official name of 

this waterfall.  I have also attached a sample letter that you can base your letter on. 

  

Please be aware that, although the letter is addressed to the Board on Geographic Names, 

it should not be mailed to them.  They have instructed me that sending it directly to them 

confuses the process.  They don't know about individual locations until I file the 

application.  I attach the letters of support I receive to the application.  Therefore, if you 

could direct this letter by email to david@nnywaterfalls.com that would be excellent.  If 

you would rather use the USPS, my address is David J. Schryver, 23009 County Route 

59, Dexter NY 13634. 

  

Thank you very much. 

  

David J. Schryver 

www.nnywaterfalls.com 

 


