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Public Hearings and the regular meeting of the Fine Town Board were held on 
Wednesday, December 9, 2009 at the Municipal Office Building in Star Lake.  Attendance was 
taken and a quorum was present. 

Board Members Present Absent Late Arrived 
Supervisor Mark Hall X    

Councilwoman Keitha Kerr X    

Councilman Philip Giardino X    

Councilman Brian Donovan X    

Councilwoman Emily Nolan  X   

 

Town officials present: Present Absent 
Roger Folsom, Highway Supt. X  

Peg Smith, Account Clerk X  

Hope Dolan, Town Clerk X  

Dave Ziemba, Sewer Superintendent  X 

Elizabeth Cooper, Comm. Dev. Coordinator  X 

 Guests: V. Davenport, R. Frank, M. Glendenning, B. Dolan, W. Hunter and D. Kerr. 
 Public Hearing - The first public hearing for Local Law #1 for the year 2009 setting the 
water rates for the Star Lake Water District was opened at 6:30 PM. 
 William Hunter was present to ask why the increase from $200.00/year to $250.00/year was 
necessary.  Mark explained that over the last few years the fund balance for the water district is 
being depleted.  This could have a very negative effect if there is a water break, since they can be 
very expensive.  This law will help balance the budget so that we do not keep taking from the fund 
balance every year. 
 Letters were read from seasonal residents; Carl & Bonnie Malady, Hank Moshano, Doug 
DeWitte and Christine Versteeg.  They are not in favor of the increase and don't feel it is fair that 
seasonal residents pay the same as year round residents. 
 The board explained that the seasonal residents actually cost the district more money, by 
having to take care of turn on and off requests, and the increase in water useage in the summer.  If 
the district were larger, there would be more people to help defray the costs of the district, so it is 
unfair to compare us to a water district in say, Rochester.  Every break costs money to fix, 
sometimes a lot of money.  Distribution lines are old and breaks are going to become more 
prevalent.  When the district gets ready to do major improvements, there are grants and low interest 
lows available, but in order to be eligible for them our yearly rates will need to be up around 
$400.00/year. 
 The Public Hearing was closed at 6:46 PM. 
 The Public Hearing for Local Law #2 for the year 2009 establishing fees and penalties for 
tampering with the Star Lake Water Distribution System was opened at 6:46 PM. 
 This law will establish penalties for hooking up to a fire hydrant, water valve or curb stop by 
unauthorized people.  This law is necessary because if these hookups are done improperly, it could 
contaminate the whole system.  
 The Public Hearing was closed at 6:50 PM. 
 The Public Hearing for the fire protection contracts was called to order at 6:50 PM. 
 With no one being present to be heard on the contracts, the hearing was closed at 6:51 PM. 
 Call to order - The regular monthly meeting was called to order with the Pledge of 
Allegiance at 6:51 PM. 
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 County Business - Fred notified the board that Mark Hall was appointed to the IDA board.  
Changes may be coming in the way the IDA is handled at the County level. 
 Sales tax - Sales tax increase will be discussed at the next County meeting.  Fred is in favor 
of raising the tax.  He explained that the State's budget crisis could have a major impact on the 
County budget as well.  If the sales tax is raised, it would not happen until probably the third quarter 
of 2010, since it has to go through the State approval process. 
 Bridge - Roger wanted to notify Fred that he will be recommending the purchase of a 
smaller truck for plowing in Wanakena to help fix the problem with the bridge weight limit being 
lowered.  This will fix it for now, but if the limit is lowered again, there will be a problem again. 
 Minutes -12/2009-131 Moved by B. Donovan, seconded by K. Kerr to accept the minutes 
from the November 5th meeting with the amendment on the Budget Transfers of the Registrar 
account to 4020100A. 
  Ayes: 4  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Report - The Supervisor's report was submitted to the board. 
 Griffin Memorial Forest - The Ranger School students recently completed class projects 
that were presented to Mark, Jean and Hope.  These projects identified areas of improvement for the 
forest with suggestions for new trails, bathroom facilities, parking and a handicapped trail.  Once 
these projects have been given to the board, we can begin to discuss which of the projects to 
implement. 
 Wanakena Sewer - There was a concern from a Wanakena resident about blasting that was 
to be done as part of the construction work being done on the storm water system.  The specific 
project was reviewed and the blasting in that area was cancelled since it was determined that there 
wasn't much of a drainage issue there. 
 Local Law - 12/2009-132 Moved by K. Kerr, seconded by B. Donovan to adopt Local Law 
#1 for the year 2009 setting the rates for the Star Lake Water District. 
 Roll Call Vote:  Mark Hall -  Aye  
     Keitha Kerr -  Aye 
     Philip Giardino - Aye 
     Emily Nolan -  Absent 
     Brian Donovan - Aye  Carried. 
 Local Law - 12/2009-133 Moved by B. Donovan, seconded by K. Kerr to adopt Local Law 
#2 for the year 2009 establishing fees and penalties for tampering with the Star Lake Distribution 
System. 
 Roll Call Vote:  Keitha Kerr -  Aye 
     Philip Giardino - Aye 
     Emily Nolan -  Absent 
     Brian Donovan - Aye 
     Mark Hall -  Aye  Carried. 
 Water Rules - 12/2009-134 Moved by P. Giardino, seconded by B. Donovan to accept the 
amendments to the Rules & Regulations for the Star Lake Water District. 
  Ayes: 4  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Report - The Town Clerk's monthly report was submitted to the board. 
 Arena - The arena minutes and financial reports were submitted to the board. 
 Golf Course - There is a gate on the Benson Mines Road that is usually opened during the 
winter months to allow the snowmobiles onto the golf course.  There has been some concern about 
snowmobiles and 4-wheelers tearing up the course.  The board was in favor of opening the gate to 
the snowmobiles after there is enough snow so that it will not hurt the course. 
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 Health and Dental Insurance - There was some discussion on the health and dental 
insurance that some of the town employees have. 
 Dental Insurance - 12/2009-135 Moved by K. Kerr, seconded by P. Giardino to switch the 
covered employees to the new dental insurance offered by Blue Cross and keep the current health 
insurance policy. 
  Ayes: 3  Noes: 0  Abstain: 1 (Mark abstained) Carried. 
 Fine Fire: 12/2009-136 Moved by B. Donovan, seconded by P. Giardino to authorize the 
signing of the contract with the Fine Fire District for fire protection at $15,000.00. 
  Ayes: 3  Noes: 0  Abstain: 1 (Keitha abstained) Carried. 
 Star Lake Fire: 12/2009-137 Moved by B. Donovan, seconded by K. Kerr to authorize the 
signing of the contract with the Star Lake Fire District for fire protection at $24,517.00. 
  Ayes: 4  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 SPCA: 12/2009-138 Moved by P. Giardino, seconded by B. Donovan to authorize the 
signing of the contract with the SPCA for kenneling services at $2,000.00. 
  Ayes: 4  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Retirement - There is a new requirement from the retirement system.  Any elected or 
appointed officials in the retirement system have to have a set number of hours for a normal work 
day.  These officials need to keep a 3-month log of the hours worked.  These logs need to be turned 
in to Peg for payroll.  After the 3-month logs are turned in a resolution will need to be adopted by 
the board and this will need to be sent to the State and posted on the website. 
 Work Day -12/2009-139 Moved by B. Donovan, seconded by P. Giardino to set the normal 
work day for all appointed and elected officials at 6 hours. 
  Ayes: 4  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Tax Roll - The County Real Property Tax Department would like to start sending the towns 
their tax rolls on CD instead of printing the roll.  The board was in favor of this in .pdf form. 
 Hospital - Mark re-appointed Kathy Nevill to the Clifton-Fine Hospital board. 
 Senior Exemption - The board agreed to leave the senior citizen's exemption the same as 
last year. 
 Bills - 12/2009-140 Moved by K. Kerr, seconded by P. Giardino the town bills be paid. 
   General Fund -  $24,165.66 
   Highway Fund -  $35,366.38 
   CF Golf Course-  $  1,779.19 
   Wanakena Sewer -  $72,080.30 
   Star Lake Water -  $11,897.71 
   CF Youth Commission - $     242.00 
   Trust & Agency -   $     513.47 
   Street Lighting -  $ 2,043.18 
   Total -    $148,087.89 
  Ayes: 4  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Budget transfers- 12/2009-141 Moved by K. Kerr, seconded by B. Donovan to accept the 
attached budget transfers and payments. 
  Ayes: 4  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Truck - Roger shared with the board information on a smaller truck that he is looking at 
purchasing for plowing in Wanakena.  There is $70,000 in the 2010 budget to pay for this truck the 
remainder would need to come from a Revenue Anticipation Note. 
 Purchase - 12/2009-142 Moved by P. Giardino, seconded by B. Donovan to authorize the 
purchase of a new International truck with sander, plow and equipment not to exceed $126,035. 
  Ayes: 4  Noes: 0  Carried. 
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 Good-bye - The board thanked Keitha for all of her 22 years of dedicated service to the 
town. 
 Adjourn - 12/2009-143 Moved by K. Kerr, seconded by P. Giardino the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
  Ayes: 4  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Hope M. Dolan, Town Clerk 
 
BUDGET TRANSFERS & PAYMENTS 12/09/09: 
 
GENERAL FUND: 
 
Principal Payment on Bond for Town Barn $40,000.00  9710600A 
Interest Payment on Bond for Town Barn   $11,220.00  9710700A 
 
Transfer $1,200.00 from Contingent Account 1990400A to Supervisor – Contractual Expenses 
1220400A 
 
Transfer $517.00 from Contingent Account 1990400A to Employee Benefits – Retirement 
9010800A 
 
Transfer $600.00 from Justice – Equipment 1110200A to Justice – Contractual Expenses 1110400A 
 
Transfer $125.00 from Justice – Equipment 1110200A to Justice – Assistant  1110101A 
 
Appropriate $100.00 from Public Health Fees 1601A to Registrar – Personal Services 4020100A 
 
CLIFTON-FINE YOUTH COMM: 
 
Transfer $128.00 from Contractual Expenses 7320400SP to Employee Benefits – Retirement 
9010800SP 
 
WANAKENA SEWER DISTRICT: 
 
Appropriate $99,950.00 from State Aid – Sewer Capital Projects 3990SS to $99,500.00 Equipment 
& Capital Outlay 8120200SS and $450.00 to Contractual Expenses 8120400SS 
 
STAR LAKE WATER DISTRICT: 
 
Pay Town of Fine Highway Fund $1,365.00 for Backhoe work w/operator and  
Labor 10/29;11/04;11/12;12/02; and 12/03/09 8310400SW and DA2300 


