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The regular meeting of the Fine Town Board was held on Wednesday April 14, 2010 at the 
Municipal Office Building in Star Lake.  Attendance was taken and a quorum was present.   

Board Members Present Absent Late Arrived 
Supervisor Mark Hall X    

Councilman Philip Giardino X    

Councilman Brian Donovan X    

Councilwoman Emily Nolan X    

Councilwoman Vickie Davenport X    

 

Town officials present: Present Absent 
Roger Folsom, Highway Supt. X  

Peg Smith, Account Clerk X  

Hope Dolan, Town Clerk X  

Dave Ziemba, Sewer Superintendent  X 

Elizabeth Cooper, Comm. Dev. Coordinator X  

Gilbert Guiles, Code Enforcement Officer X  

 Guests: D. Kerr, D. Kerr, W. Hunter, J. Grimm, G. Barker, P. Wagschal and F. Morrill. 
 County Update - Fred explained to the board that the County financial picture is still not 
looking good.  Sales tax revenue is still down.  They are looking at every department in the County 
to see where cuts can be made. 
 Rabies Clinic - Public Health did not schedule any rabies clinics in our area this year.  No 
one notified the town to say that we were being cut from the schedule.  It seems unfair that the 
County is having several clinics in areas where there are many vets available, but they are cutting 
the clinics where vets are not available.  Fred will look into this. 
 County Health Board - The County is proposing a countywide health board.  This would 
eliminate the need for the town to act as a health board and to have a health officer.  There will be 
no chargebacks to the towns for this. 
 Health Board - 04/2010-39 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by P. Giardino to dissolve the 
Town of Fine's local health board and health officer and join the Countywide Health District. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Plowing County Roads - There was discussion on the town plowing the County roads in 
the Town of Fine.  Roger is recommending that the Town not renew the contract with the County 
for all of the miles of roads in Town.  He provided the board members with worksheets that he had 
figured that in 2009 the Town had a net loss of $31,000 and in 2010 there was a net loss of $18,000.  
He suggested that the Town could still plow the County road into Wanakena and County Route 27A 
depending on what the County wanted.  The Town of Clifton has offered to plow the full length of 
County Route 60 (the Newton Falls Road) so that there is consistency on that road. 
 Roger feels that the level of service by the County would be better because they plow in two 
shifts.  If the Town did not renew the contract, Roger is suggesting not hiring back the seasonal 
employee and he would reduce his highway budget by about $30,000.  The County is presently 
paying the Town of Fine around $45,000 to plow 9.81 miles of County roads.  The board wanted to 
table this discussion for a month.  Fred will talk to Bill Dashnaw, County Highway Superintendent, 
about this. 
 CDBG Funding- The County Planning office was holding a Fair Housing event.  These 
types of events are recommended for any town that is looking to receive funding through the CDBG 
program for housing rehabilitation. 
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 Minutes 04/2010-40 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by P. Giardino to accept the minutes 
from the March 10, 2010 meeting. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Flags at cemeteries - Gerald Barker from the VFW was present to explain about how the 
Edwards VFW used to place flags on the graves of veteran's in Fine.  The Edwards VFW joined 
with the Gouverneur VFW.  They will place the flags on the graves for this year. The Town should 
send the check to the Gouverneur VFW if they would like to continue having the flags placed on the 
graves in 2011.  The board thanked Mr. Barker for his services. 
 Broadband Project - Phillip Wagschal from Slic Network Solutions was present to explain 
a broadband project that they are submitting for Federal funding that would provide high speed 
internet in Star Lake and Wanakena.  If this project were approved they would be looking at an 
install date in 2012.  He was requesting that the town send letters of support for this project.  The 
board was in agreement to send these letters. 
 Arena - Roger looked at the sign at the arena.  He feels that the problem is with the 
foundation.  He will work on this, but recommended that the sign not be lowered.  It could interfere 
with visibility and make it easier for people to mess with the letters. 
 Property Complaints - The Code Enforcement Officer was present to give the board a brief 
update on property complaints that he has received.  He has done inspections and the property 
owners are working on cleaning up their properties.  Mark suggested that a complaint form be 
created so that there is a written record of all property complaints. 
 Office Hours - Gibby has set Fridays from 9-11 AM to be at the Town of Fine office 
building.  He may be there other times also, but at least this will give people an exact time when 
they know that they can catch him in the office. 
 Report - The Community Development Coordinator update was given to the board. 
 Fine Town Hall - Elizabeth spoke to Beth Crawford about putting together a plan for the 
Fine town hall.  She explained that if the Town wanted a short specific plan that could be done for 
around $10,000.  A total plan would cost around $25,000.  Elizabeth is leaning toward a specific 
plan.  She will work with Michelle Durham and have something put together for town board 
approval for next month. 
 Logos - Elizabeth gave the board information on a company that is offering to do a town 
logo and update the town website.  The logo would be a flat fee of $200 regardless of how many 
revisions are done.  She also contacted two more companies and is awaiting prices from them. 
 Report - The Supervisor's update was given to the board. 
 Lobby days - AATV will be attending lobby days in Albany on April 19 & 20.  Mark will 
be attending this also. 
 J&L - There is no date for the ROD (Record of Decision) for J&L.  The DEC has found 
more contamination and more investigation is necessary, but there is no money. 
 Hospital - The groundbreaking for the clinic addition at the hospital will be on Wednesday, 
April 28th from 3:00 -5:00 PM. 
 Capital Improvement Fund - 04/2010-41 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by P. Giardino to 
establish a capital improvement fund for the Star Lake Water District.  $50,000 should be moved 
into this Capital Improvement Fund. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Sewer District - 04/2010-42 Moved by B. Donovan, seconded by P. Giardino to authorize 
the Supervisor to sign the contract extension with the DEC for the Wanakena Sewer District 
Improvement Grant. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
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 Sewer District - The Board received the compliance review that was done by USDA.  
Everything looked good. 
 Report - The town clerk's monthly report was submitted to the board. 
 Arena - Financial reports for the arena were submitted to the board. 
 Golf Course - The golf course committee meeting minutes were submitted to the board.  
Peg gave the board three proposals for credit card services.  The present company is charging high 
fees for accepting credit cards at the golf course. 
 Credit Cards - 04/2010-43 Moved by V. Davenport, seconded by B. Donovan to authorize 
the Supervisor, Mark Hall to accept the price proposal from Clear Choice Merchant Services for 
credit card services at the golf course, and to execute all necessary documents. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Meeting - The next golf course meeting will be May 3rd at 5:15 PM at the Municipal Office 
Building. 
 Mission Statement - 04/2010-44 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by V. Davenport to accept 
the Mission Statement that was submitted last month.  
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Policy Review - the board reviewed The Investment Policy.  No changes were 
recommended. 
 Agreement - 04/2010-45 Moved by P. Giardino, seconded by E. Nolan to approve the 
Agreement to Spend Town Highway Funds. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Court Clerk - 04/2010-46 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by P. Giardino to appoint Gail 
Rice to the position of Court Clerk. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Bills - 04/2010-47 Moved by B. Donovan, seconded by E. Nolan the town bills be paid. 
   General Fund - $63,585.57 
   Highway Fund - $13,514.34 
   Star Lake Water - $ 2,818.49 
   Trust -Expendable- $     573.21 
   Street Lighting - $ 2,080.96 
   CF Youth Comm.- $     919.71 
   CF Golf Course - $ 1,147.87 
   Wanakena Sewer - $     429.37 
   Total -   $85,069.52 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Payments - 04/2010-48 Moved by P. Giardino, seconded by V. Davenport to accept the 
attached electronic payments. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Adjourn-04/2010-49 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by B. Donovan the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Hope M. Dolan, Town Clerk 
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BUDGET TRANSFERS & PAYMENTS 04/14/10: 
 
EFT PAYMENT 03/31/10 NYS EMPLOYMENT TAXES = $8,717.81 
 
GENERAL FUND: 
 
NYS Employment Taxes – General Fund’s Share Unempl Ins Qtr #01 $2,303.58  9050800A 
 
HIGHWAY FUND: 
 
NYS Employment Taxes – Highway Fund’s Share Unempl Ins Qtr #01 $5295.50  9050800DA 
 
STAR LAKE WATER DISTRICT: 
 
NYS Employment Taxes – Star Lake Water Dist. Share Unempl Ins Qtr #01 $  997.16 9050800SW 
 
WANAKENA SEWER DISTRICT: 
 
NYS Employment Taxes – Wanakena Sewer Dist. Share Unempl Ins Qtr #01 $  121.57 9050800SS 
 
 
 
  
 


