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 A special joint town board meeting with the Towns of Clifton and Fine was held on 

Wednesday, January 15, 2014 at the Ranger School in Wanakena.  A quorum of both boards was 

present.  The meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM. 

 

Board Members Present Absent Late Arrived 

Fine Supervisor Mark Hall X    

Fine Councilman Philip Giardino X    

Fine Councilman Brian Donovan X    

Fine Councilwoman Susan Westbrook X    

Fine Councilwoman Vickie Davenport X    

Clifton Supervisor Charles Hooven X    

Clifton Councilwoman Julie Lanphear X    

Clifton Councilman Cory Perrault X    

Clifton Councilman Charles Trembley X    

Clifton Councilwoman Mary Zuhlsdorf X    

 Others present: H. Dolan, S. Snider, R. Folsom, K. Durham, M. Davis, W. Todd, S. 

Morrissey, P. MacKay, T. Wendt, R. Meredith, A. Hynes, C. Cooper and J. Tatich.  

 Meeting – The primary purpose of the meeting was for Jere Tatich from ELAN 

Landscaping and Design to go over the streetscape plans for the hamlets of Star Lake and 

Cranberry Lake.  This planning process is covered in the Waterfront Access Grant for 2009.  Jere 

wanted to share with the partners what his group has come up with so far, get input from the 

partners, make changes and be able to start having public input meetings in the early spring. 

 Star Lake – There was discussion on what was planned for the Star Lake area.  They 

picked the target area for Star Lake to start at the post office and continue down Route 3 to the 

old Catholic Church.  There would be improved signage to direct people to the hospital and 

school.  They are looking at the possibility of some sort of pathway along Route 3.  

Improvements would be made to the golf course clubhouse to include an information center and 

public restrooms.   

 There was concern from many present about the trees that they have planned for planting 

in front of the clubhouse and along the driveway up to the arena.  Discussion was to cut back on 

some trees and install a rock wall instead. 

 Cranberry Lake – The target area for Cranberry Lake was addressed as starting at Lone 

Pine Road and continuing down to the Oswegatchie River Walk.  Improvements for in front of 

the community center were discussed.  There was also talk of some kind of a walkway along 

Route 3 or beside Route 3.  There were concerns about too many trees in front of the community 

center and whether there was enough room in some places for a path along Route 3. 

 Signs – Jere showed four different ideas for signs that would be placed in front of the 

Municipal Building in Star Lake and the Community Center in Cranberry Lake.  There was 

discussion on whether these signs should say Star Lake/Cranberry Lake or Town of Fine/Town 

of Clifton.  In general, most people liked the signs made with rock, but others were concerned 

with overall cost.  Jere stated that he could come back with some rough estimates of cost for all 

designs. 

 Next Steps – Jere will take all comments back and re-configure the designs to 

incorporate the changes that were discussed.  We should then schedule some public meetings to 

share these plans with the general public. 

 Smart Growth – The Smart Growth Committee met and held four interviews for the 

Smart Growth Clerk position.  One candidate backed out of the process. 



Special Joint Town Board Meeting           January 15, 2014 

 

 Page 2 

 

 Hiring – 01/2014-55 Moved by S. Westbrook, seconded by V. Davenport that upon the 

recommendation of the Smart Growth Committee, the Town of Fine hires Spencer Morrissey to 

the position of Smart Growth Clerk. 

  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 

 Clifton- Moved by J. Lanphear, seconded by M. Zuhlsdorf that upon the 

recommendation of the Smart Growth Committee, the Town of Clifton endorses the Town of 

Fine hiring Spencer Morrissey to the position of Smart Growth Clerk. 

  Ayes: 4 Noes: 1 (C. Trembley) Carried. 

 Wanakena Footbridge – The Wanakena Footbridge was severely damaged by the ice 

coming down the river on Monday January 13
th

.  Mark has been in contact with Crawford & 

Sterns about next steps, and what impact this will have on its listing on the historic registry.  A 

donation system has been set up with the Wanakena Historical Association for anyone wishing to 

donate money to replacing this historic landmark.  This is going to be a very long process to get 

it rebuilt and no one should expect immediate results. 

 Logging – A logger has approached Roger seeking permission to use the town’s lot on 

County Route 60 as a log landing and be allowed to come across one corner of the lot.  This 

would involve the cutting of some trees and leveling an area on the lot.  Chris recommended an 

agreement that would require a performance bond and proof of insurance. 

 Agreement – 01/2014-56 Moved by P. Giardino, seconded by V. Davenport to authorize 

the Town Supervisor to execute an agreement with the logger pending the town attorney’s 

review and approval. 

  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 

 Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Hope M. Dolan, Town Clerk 


